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MINNESOTA Es ORCHESTRA 


welcoming 


! THOMAS SØNDERGÅRD 


In fall 2023 he'll become the Minnesota Orchestra's 
music director. This October, get a thrilling preview 
of what we'll experience in the years ahead! 


SØNDERGẢRD CONDUCTS 
| THE RITE OF SPRING 
Ss a OCT 20-22 


Immerse yourself in an orchestral experience that will keep you 
on the edge of your seat as Thomas Søndergård conducts [рог 
Stravinsky's groundbreaking and radical ballet score The Rite 
of Spring. Also on the program: Lili Boulanger's Of a Spring 
Morning and Maurice Ravel's Mother Goose ballet. 


4, 


IT CHANGED THE COURSE OF MUSIC. 
HEAR THE RITE OF SPRING AT ORCHESTRA HALL. 


Wy TICKETS START AT $20 


minnesotaorchestra.org 612-371-5642 Ш ӨС #mnorch 


АІ artists, programs, dates and prices subject to change. PHOTO Zoe Prinds-Flash. 


2022 Subaru Outback 
Go Where Love Takes You 


The 2022 Subaru Outback. The 2022 Outback is built to take you anywhere. It features the confidence of standard 
Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive with up to 33 MPG and the advanced safety of both standard EyeSight Driver Assist 
Technology and the available DriverFocus® Distraction Mitigation System. And it's engineered to last, with 9796 of Outback 
vehicles sold in the last 10 years still on the road today, more than Honda, CR-V, Toyota RAV4, or Hyundai Santa Fe.* 


*Based on Experian Automotive vehicles in operation vs. total new registrations for MY2011-2021 as of December 2021. 
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500 American Boulevard West, Bloomington 
www.bloomingtonsubaru.com | 763-392-9959 
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Uplifting and extremely amusing with 
show-stopping dance numbers, this 
musical is about acceptance and 
being the person you were born to be! 
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Fall is just around the corner and so are we, in beautiful Stillwater, MN! 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 


from American Family. 
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All your protection under one roof® 
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Where We Came From, Where We're Going 


BY RANDY STERN 


What do you know about LGBTQ history? 

Don't answer that immediately. Let me first 
state to those who have lived through every- 
thing our community has gone through, this 
column is not for you. 

You are more than welcome to read it as you 
have every one of these columns our magazine 
has published over the past 27 years. However, 
I have a specific audience in mind for this one: 
Our future generations. 

You see, there are a growing number of 
younger LGBTQ people who have not lived to 
see a lot that we older generations have expe- 
rienced. Yet, we all share some common situa- 
tions that have made us more visible than we 
were some 50-plus years ago. 

Yet, you are all witnessing a lot of changes 
now. 

In recent discussions, I often refer to our 
Small Town and Community Pride Issue. The 
sheer number of Pride celebrations represent- 
ing smaller communities has been increasing 
in leaps and bounds in the past few years. That 
issue only mentioned 19 of these celebrations. 
After the editorial deadline had passed, I be- 


came aware of a dozen more such celebrations 
across our state and region. 

Who knew that we would have so many dif- 
ferent LGBTQ communities across Minnesota 
and over our state line? That was practically 
unthinkable at the time of the first Twin Cities 
Pride march. 

I often talk about “beacons” often in this 
context. They shine a light guiding us to where 
we need to be. Over twenty years ago, the bea- 
con that shined from the Twin Cities stretched 
for hundreds of miles and across state lines. 
People followed the beacon and found commu- 
nity and people like ourselves. 

'This year, I explored several smaller com- 


munities to how much this has changed. They 
have. The vibrancy of these communities is an 
indicator of how much the times have changed 
towards adding new chapters to our history 
book. Now, the beacons have multiplied by 
dozens and are now much closer to where we 
are than ever. 

Pride is one indicator of a community. You 
had to explore more of it. That's what I did. Be- 
lieve me, I've got some tales to tell in coming 
issues. 

But, first, we have this issue to talk about. 

We look back at the places where we used 
to hang out here in the Twin Cities. We also 
look back at 40 years of the Gay Games. Even 
with a slice of today's technology, we talk about 
a podcast that looks back at the books that 
shaped our LGBTQ journey. 

And for National Coming Out Day, we also 
present Jack Jablonski - a Minnesota hockey 
icon who recently came out as one of our own! 

These are just a few of the highlights from 
another issue that looks back at where we 
came from...and where we're going. And, yes, 
we're going places! ll 


CHALLENGES are what 


make life interesting. 


OVERCOMING them is 


what makes life 
MEANINGFUL. 
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Lifelines and Life-Savers: Books Make a Difference 


We humans are, on the whole, social ani- 
mals, incomplete without community. Language- 
blessed, we love stories; heroes of olden times, 
fables, threads that unite, instruct, console, 
empower. J.P. Der Boghossian’s podcast series, 
“This Queer Book Saved My Life!" aims to alert 
the LGBTQI community to the many and varied 
queer books available. 

Too often, queer individuals feel relegated to 
tiny islands in vast archipelagos, but books, por- 
table and reproducible have provided lifelines to 
the isolated since type first struck paper. Anne 
Frank, in hiding as bombs fell on Amsterdam 
and fellow Jews were being shipped to Nazi 
camps, nevertheless awaited Saturdays when a 
Christian friend bicycled by with library books. 
“We long for Saturdays,” Anne confided to her di- 
ary on July 11, 1943, “because that means books. 
We're like a bunch of little kids with a present. 
Ordinary people don't know how much books 
can mean to someone who's cooped up." 

Unfortunately, many “ordinary” people do 
know, not only those from the mists of history, 
but active in today's beleaguered libraries and 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


classrooms. A first action of those who would 
claim power is to remove from or control access 
to education, what books may read-and which 
volumes will be banned. 

"This Queer Book Saved My Life!" podcasts 
provide an electronic lectern for the guest to 
present a piece of writing-fiction, non-fiction, 
memoir-that has saved them by revealing that 
there are others like them, gay, lesbian, trans, 
bi, questioning, who did make it through and 
can help show others the way. When possible, 
authors of the chosen books participate, provid- 
ing fuel to ignite lively, informative discussions. 

An example from Episode 6 involved whether 
writing should be "cathartic." Professor Jennifer 
Boylan (She's Not There) asserted, "The value of 
a piece of literature is not what the author was ex- 
periencing while she was writing it. You can suf- 
fer a great deal and cry a lot of tears over works 
of art that still suck, and your reader in the long 
run doesn't really care about how hard your life 
was...What your reader wants to know is, “Do 
you have a story to tell?" 

Beyond their books, authors' personal trials 


and tribulations reveal even writers-on- pedestals 
needed earlier queer tomes as compasses when 
setting forth upon their own literary quests. 
Many listeners have been comforted and encour- 
aged these writers speak and by learning that the 
guest shares their same questions and concerns. 

“I just had a listener tell me the other day,” 
shared host J.P. "They find the podcast 'magi- 
cal' because even though they've read some of 
the books on the show, they've learned so much 
more about the book based on the conversations 
with the guest and the author. And they've actu- 
ally gone back and re-read those books with this 
new life and perspective. We have folks reaching 
out to us telling us they've read one of the books 
featured on the podcast that they never would 
have even thought to read and how moving the 
book was." 

On the eve of the second season (4 October) 
of "This Queer Book Saved My Life!" J.P. re- 
minded, ^We need to stop believing that because 
we are on the right side of the argument [that] 
is enough...being on the right side of history 
doesn't change anything if we don't act on it." E 


wellsfargo.com 


WELLS 
FARGO 


We look through the 
eyes of many 


Recognizing and promoting diversity means having an 
appreciation for difference. At Wells Fargo, we welcome 
and value the insights and perspectives drawn from 
unique life experiences. It is those distinctive viewpoints 
that provide us with the fresh thinking we need to help 
our customers reach their financial goals. 


We are proud to be part of the LGBTQ Community. 


© 2022 Wells Fargo Bank, N. A. IHA-7375102 
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Pride Journey: 
Provincetown, MA 


BY JOEY AMATO 


I think it's safe to say that I found my new happy place. I had visited Provinc- 
etown, Massachusetts once before during the winter season and even then, I en- 
joyed my time there. Of course, P-Town is much slower during the colder months 
than it was during my most recent visit, but I still enjoyed the small-town charm of 
this iconic coastal destination. 


Provincetown is one of the most LGBTQ-friendly destinations in the country, if not the world. From 
the moment you arrive by ferry or by car, you are quickly transported into a rainbow oasis which 
makes it seems as if you are on an island where you are free to express yourself in any way you please. 

As soon as I stepped foot off the Bay State Cruise Company ferry from Boston, I checked in to the 
Foxberry Inn, a beautiful property located less than a mile from the heart of P-Town. Most of the des- 
tination is walkable, but biking is also common if you prefer. The staff at Foxberry Inn was lovely and 
quite attractive, which is always an added bonus. My corner room came complete with a water view as 
well as a separate seating area and balcony to enjoy some morning coffee. 

Each morning the staff prepared a delicious hot breakfast, which is included in the price of the 
room. The breakfast burrito was definitely my favorite and possibly one of the best I've ever had in 
recent memory. Every afternoon, guests are welcome to enjoy freshly baked cookies and a hot bever- 
age if they desire in the common area. 

One of Provincetown's most famous attractions is not a physical attraction; it’s a dance. More spe- 
cifically, a tea-dance. The concept of a tea-dance began in New York in the 1960s. Gay men would meet 
at off-the-beaten path locations around New York City on a Sunday afternoon and enjoy tea, as it was 
illegal to serve alcohol to people known to be gay. How times have changed! 

These tea-dances quickly spread around the country and today, the weekly tea-dances held at Boat- 
slip Resort have become legendary. The waterfront property features a large outdoor deck plus an 
indoor section with multiple bars and plenty of room for dancing. The drinks are a bit more expensive 
than I am used to coming from the Midwest, but the pours were heavy, so it balanced out. My guest 
Michael and I sipped our cocktails while grooving to the sounds of Sylvester, Donna Summer, and 
Chic. The people watching alone was worth the visit. 
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After the dance, walk over to Liz's Café, just a 
few blocks away. The quaint restaurant gives off 
an island resort vibe and the food didn't disap- 
point either. We both began our meal with the 
ceviche containing a variety of fresh fish served 
with homemade tortilla chips and followed that 
up with the pan seared cod prepared in a mouth- 
watering broth. 

If you are in the mood for some after dinner 
drinks and entertainment, head to Provincetown 
Brewery Co. or the Post Office Café & Caba- 
ret for the Anita Cocktail Variety Hour. Hosted 
of course by non-other than Anita Cocktail, the 
hour-long show also features performances by 
cast members Jona Williams, Abby Cummings, 
and Raquel Blake. My favorite part of the show 
was when Anita Cocktail sang live, something I 
rarely see drag performers do. 

Keep the party going at Atlantic House, or A- 
House as the locals call it. This is the only dance 
club which operates for the entire year as some 
establishments shut down during the winter 
months. The complex consists of different rooms 
including Little Bar, The Macho Bar, Provinc- 
etown’s original leather bar as well as the Big 
Room where people go to dance. 

Wake up early the next morning and head 
to Boy Beach, which is located close to the Fox- 
berry Inn or jump on Art’s Dune Tours to explore 
the Cape Cod National Seashore. Access to this 
area is seasonal and only authorized vehicles are 
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allowed to operate in the park. The company, now in its 76th year in business, brings guests through 
the rolling dunes to various picturesque vantage points. 

Spend the afternoon strolling around the town and exploring the dozens of boutiques and art gal- 
leries along Commercial Street. A bit further away is the Provincetown Art Association & Museum, a 
space housing a collection of works by artists from the Cape. The organization was originally estab- 
lished in 1914 so it's a great place to learn about the cultural history of this destination. 

If you are in the mood for some exercise, journey to the top of The Pilgrim Monument, a 252-foot 
structure built to commemorate the Pilgrims' first landing. Since many of the properties in the town 
don't offer fitness centers on property, visitors can purchase a day pass and workout with the locals at 
Mussel Beach Health Club or Provincetown Gym. 

P-Town is home to under 4,000 full-time residents, however this number swells to over 60,000 dur- 
ing the peak summer months. If you aren't a fan of huge crowds, I would recommend visiting during 
the shoulder season. This may also be a more budget-friendly time to travel as daily room prices tend 
to decrease. 

For your final dinner in Provincetown, go to Café Heaven and begin your meal with their delicious 


Lobstertini made with lobster salad served atop 
an avocado and tomato salad tossed in a citrus 
vinaigrette. This was one of my favorite culinary 
treats of this vacation as the vinaigrette compli- 
mented the sweetness of the lobster perfectly. 
Michael and I decided to share the Provincetown 
Bouillabaisse for our main entrée. It tasted simi- 
lar to a classic bouillabaisse, with the exception of 
linguica which is a nod to P-Town's Portuguese 
heritage. 

Provincetown is an all-in-one destination, 
meaning there is something for everyone. 


Whether you choose to party or just relax on the 
beach, you will find your tribe in P-Town. 
Enjoy the Journey! Ш 
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Table Service 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


Гуе only myself to blame. Tavola—Italian for *table"—the 
intimate restaurant in the boutique Elliot Park Hotel anchor- 
ing that corner of downtown Minneapolis—debuted in 2018, 
but it took me until last week to discover what's been hiding 
in plain sight. 


Clearly, savvy diners had long since figured this out. The up-market 
trattoria was well-populated on this Monday night, thanks to a conflu- 
ence of compelling features: the menu is approachable and fairly-priced, 
the service is friendly and pro, and—most important—the food, while 
photo-pretty, is both unfussy and well-prepared. 

In keeping with the hotel's stylishly spare design, the room presents 
a pleasant understatement of blonde wood flooring abutting a spacious 
window wall, and warming banquettes on which to lounge as well as 
comfy armchair seating. 

I sipped an inky Nero d'Avola ($11 BTG) and sneaked a taste of 
my friend's easy-to-like Old Fashion Corleone (house-made fig-infused 
Bourbon jazzed with orange and agave syrup) as we dithered over which 
app to inaugurate our meal. I had my eye on the Caesar salad (always a 
good test of a kitchen's finesse), but our server, probably wisely, talked 
us into the burrata plate ($12) Fine choice. The amiable pillows of the 
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mild, milky cheese practically leapt onto husky slices of the kitchen's 
focaccia, while pale, sweet chunks of melon, circlets of summer's toma- 
toes, and a toss of tiny, briny olives offered sweet-to-sharp contrasts. The 
list of starters gambols on, from steak tartare to fried polenta; from fried 
calamari to mussels in salsa verde ($9-15). 

I suspect there’s no wrong choice among the five pasta plates on of- 
fer ($21-25, generous enough for sharing)—especially since the kitchen 
fabricates its own. We settled on the strozzapreti (partly because how 
can you not yearn to try a noodle that translates as “priest-strangler”?) 
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It’s simple, as a true-to-Italy pasta course should be: solely these nicely- 
chewy noodles strewn with salt and pepper, a toss of grilled sweet corn, 
and bits of paper-thin fried Parmesan. Perfection. 

Our second choice, tagliatelle noodles, came tossed with mushrooms, 
leeks, asparagus, watercress and nutty talegggio cheese—heartier and 
good, to be sure, but a bit more modest on the palate. 

Four entrees are listed ($31-41), including scallops paired with can- 
nellini beans, escarole and scallions that sounded terrific; alas, plenty of 
diners before us thought so, too, so the kitchen was sold out. We pro- 
ceeded to share the fish special of the evening—tonight, pearly halibut, 
carefully timed to retain its juicy interior, then paired with a hash of po- 
tatoes and corn kernels, a robust arugula pesto, and sweet red pepper 
agrodolce (sweet-and-sour sauce)—a quietly pleasing preparation. Or 
choose chicken picatta or a New York strip. 

The dessert that caught our attention was the panna cotta ($9)—a 
properly rich and velvety custard under a fruity coulis of blackberries 
and (banana-like) saba and a topknot of crispy pistachio praline. It’s a 
soothing way to end a lovely meal. Or, go all out and summon the choco- 
late ganache cake with cherries and ice cream. Tavola also boasts a pizza 
oven producing five variations on the theme, ($15-17). Next time! ll 


Tavola 

Elliott Park Hotel 
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612-389-2299 
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THE RIGHT SIZED SPACE 
FOR ANY SIZED PARTY! 


CORPORATE EVENTS • BIRTHDAYS 
REUNIONS © FAMILY GET TOGETHERS 
BACHELORETTE / BACHELOR PARTY © REHEARSAL DINNERS 


SEE YOU SOON! 
952-929-6810 WWW.PARKTAVERN.NET 


=—= 


= 7. - SET 
TRIVIA TUESDAY 6PM - 8PM 


TWIN CITIES 400 TAVERN 
www.tc40Otavern.com е 612-455-6311 


LAVENDERMAGAZINECOM 17 


OURLIVES | COVER FEATURE 


"| Am Gay" 


Jack Jablonski's 


Coming Out Story 


BY RANDY STERN 
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As a sophomore at Benilde-St. Margaret's 
School in St. Louis Park, Jack Jablonski was 
playing his shift during a tournament game on 
December 30, 2011. In a matter of moments, his 
life changed. An illegal check from behind sent 
Jablonski head first into the boards. The impact 
of this hit severed his spinal cord and have put 
him in a wheelchair for the past 11 years. 

Jablonski was determined to walk again. The 
support and kindness from his family, friends, 
the Minnesota hockey community gave him 
hope, even as he moved to Southern Califor- 
nia to fulfill his role with the National Hockey 
League's Los Angeles Kings as their Associate 
Digital Media Content Specialist. He co-hosts 
the podcast, "Tradin' Jabs," which focuses on 
news and feature stories about the team and 
the NHL. 


IIIIIIIIIItttt" 


'There was a twist to all of this. On September 7, Jablonski's Twitter and 
Instagram channels featured a post that said the following words: “I am gay." 

A Minnesota hockey icon has come out as part of our community. His post, 
a graphic in the rainbow colors, Jablonski explained how he had come to this 
point in his life while working on overcoming his paralysis. 

Getting to this point of being out took a global event for things to be- 
come clearer is Jablonski's life. “There were times during the pandemic,” he 
explains, *especially early on after the realization of my sexuality, that after 
having been through everything that I had been through with paralysis, and 
continued to overcome a lot of the things that I've been told I can't do, and 
physically can't do, and life wise, career wise, and be able to accomplish a lot. 
After all of that, trials and tribulations, to then I realized who I was and what I 
knew I would have to go through to get to where I wanted to be. And that was 
where I am now." 

Jablonski continued that “it was the process of talking to people, opening 
up, talking to the organization that I worked for in the Kings, and talking to my 
Foundation. And all of the pressure that I've dealt with of this public figure, 
who I am in many ways in Minnesota and sometimes in the hockey commu- 
nity, but also there's a picture that's been painted of who I am in the public 
eye. And while, yes, that's partly who I am, it's not who I was, because I was 
also gay." 

In the span of 10 years, Jablonski was navigating through his rehabilitation 
from his injury. In the process, he had a lot of support from his family, his 
friends, and the hockey community. A foundation was set up towards research 
towards creating improvements and speeding up the process to overcome 
paralysis and spinal cord injuries. To date, the foundation raised $3.5 million 
towards these efforts. 

Since his injury, Jablonski has gone on to graduate from the University 
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of Southern California in Los Angeles. During 
his time at USC, he interned with the Kings, 
eventually landing a permanent position with 
their Marketing, Communications, and Con- 
tent team at the start of 2020. 

Through all of this, Jablonski still had to 
contend with something else other than his 
paralysis. "The injury delayed everything in 
terms of realization, and processing, and un- 
derstanding who I was,” he explained. “I think 
for anyone who’s gone through realizing, fight- 
ing, understanding their sexual orientation can 
relate in the sense of we have hindsight 20/20. 
And, you look back, and at least for me, I look 
back and I think the thoughts, or the curiosi- 
ties, or the confusion, or those type of things 
probably started around maybe 14 or 15, but 
it wasn’t something that I ever, it’s hard to put 
into words for me, because at that age I never 
thought that I was gay. I didn’t understand it 
and then I'd move on. And for me, it's a no fault 
of anyone's own. I just never grew up around 
anyone who was gay, so I didn't have anyone 
I could go to or ask that I could maybe get an- 
swers to." 

*And then for me," Jablonski further ex- 
plains, “I played four sports growing up, all 
the way up until my injury, and stereotypically, 


Continue on page 20 
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quote unquote, masculine sports, and hockey, and baseball, and golf, and tennis as well. So, in my 
head, as I dealt with this here and there internally on my own, I just never put the pieces together 
at that time thinking it could be that end result of being gay. So, the injury hit at 16, and that de- 
layed everything because then the next X-amount of years was all focused on recovery and health. 

“Obviously as you know,” Jablonski continued, “the media attention, and the publicity, and the 
public figure aspect of myself grew and grew in those coming years, so it was all a big distraction, 
and I just didn't really deal with who I was personally because I was so focused on so many other 
things. And then I think things started to expand or fast track once I got to college, and that's 
when I think denial really hit without realizing it. And, you just pushed it down and tried to live 
this straight, masculine life while unknowingly ignoring who I was." 

It was at a point here Jablonski fell into a depression as he was dealing with his sexual orienta- 
tion. “It was just very stressful and a lot of pressure that I had on my shoulders," he explains, “and 
I felt like I had nowhere to go or no one to talk to. And I was very down in the dumps and very 
lonely and isolated because of the situation I was in. And yeah, there were many times where I 
thought about it of just going five blocks up the road and just putting myself in front of traffic at 
night and calling it a day. And it's hard to say, and it's unfortunate that I felt like I was in that posi- 
tion because I just didn't feel like I could talk to anyone or make myself feel any better at the time. 
But thankfully, I’m here to be able to talk about it and have this conversation.” 

Leading to his public announcement on social media, Jablonski began his coming out pro- 
cess. "Everyone was amazing," he explains. *And, it was obviously, I think to anyone who's gone 
through this, and that's a huge part of coming out is the beginning stages of telling those first 
people, whoever it may be. And for me, I started with my best friend and his response was as 
amazing as one could respond, nothing but support. And for me, I feel like I was so lucky that 
everyone who I told was super supportive. And to no surprise, everyone was completely shocked. 
No one saw it coming. My parents, when I told them, were completely caught off guard and had 
no idea and shocked, but they were extremely supportive and have always been very supportive 
of who I am. And since I told them, nothing has changed in the way they treat me, the way we talk 
to each other. Same with my brother. My brother's been amazing." 

That also included coming out to his employers, the Los Angeles Kings. “Everyone was very 
supportive and insisted that it doesn't change who I am,” Jablonski said. “It doesn’t change my 
career trajectory. It doesn't change how I'll be treated, and so on and so forth. And obviously in 
the sports world, you just never know, but I could not be more thankful to everyone who is in the 
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Kings organization, because they have been 
absolutely amazing and I’m so, so thankful." 

Jablonski's social media post stating who 
he is authentically was quite powerful. “I have 
such an amazing response from 99% of the 
people,” he said. “But it was amazing to see 
people like [former NHL star] Jeremy Roenick 
come to my support when people, whether 
they didn't agree with who I was or didn't 
agree with my choice of publicly stating who I 
was, that they care for me. They want the best 
for me. And frankly, when you have a follow- 
ing like I do, or anyone who does publicly, no 
matter what, someone's not going to be hap- 
py with what you say. And I understood that 
by putting it out there publicly, not everyone 
would, quote-unquote, agree with who I am or 
my decision to post it publicly. And it is what 
it is. It doesn't bother me. I've been through 
worse and dealt with worse in my life. So, it's 
unfortunate that those people exist, but at the 
same time, it was very heartwarming to see ev- 
eryone come to my defense, including people 
like Jeremy." 

"Life since posting it has obviously been 
chaos," Jablonski continues, “but in a great 
way. I've been very fortunate to have a lot of 
people reach out, both famous people, public 
figures, or just anyone who's followed my story 
or come across my story since the post. Obvi- 
ously plenty of NHL organizations responded 
on social media. The Vikings responded on 
social media. Plenty of activists in the LGBTQ 
community have reached out and Гуе been 
very, very fortunate, as well as people in the 
sports world too. So, it’s heartwarming. It's 
great to see that we've come a long way in 
terms of support within the LGBTQ commu- 
nity, and obviously the acceptance in sports as 
well." 

Currently living in the South Bay part of 
the Los Angeles area, Jablonski is starting to 
settle into a life where being an LGBTQ per- 
son is congruent with being paralyzed. As we 
approach National Coming Out Day, his story 
adds to the many who have been through the 
same journey as Jablonski undertook to get to 
today. 

Looking back to us here in Minnesota, 
Jablonski continues to be grateful for the sup- 
port he has received before and, now, after 
his coming out post on social media. He can 
now live authentically as not only a Minnesota 
hockey icon, but also as one of us. “I wouldn't 
be where I am today without everyone in Min- 
nesota,” said Jablonski. “And, I'll truly never 
be able to repay them, but I truly, truly can't 
thank everyone enough for everything that 
they have done for me." ll 
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EY IS COMING! 


The countdown to Opening night is on. 
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Ruby Skippers 


Lavender Magazine Looks Back at 
40 Years of the Gay Games 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


Just as a rose begins, really begins its existence below 
ground and out of sight, the Olympics-esque, international, 
multi-sport and cultural event known as the Gay Games be- 
gan, really began, in Mexico City on October 12, 1968. 


That was when Tom Waddell, a proud member of the US Olympic 
Decathlon Team, paraded into Estadio Olimpico Universitario as part 
of the Opening Ceremony for the Games of the XIX Olympiad. Here he 
was bathed in wave after exhilarating wave of friendly, rolling thunder, 
the unfettered cheers of gleeful thousands. The future Gay Games god- 
father was so overcome with emotion that he wished everyone, not just 
elite athletes, could participate in such a moment. 

Tom Waddell had more than earned that participation. Eight years 
earlier, Waddell had tried out for the same US Olympic Decathlon Team 
but failed to make the cut. In response, he decided to make cuts of his 
own, focusing his Ahab-approved personal drive on becoming a doctor in 
1965, as most frustrated would-be Olympians do. 
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But the dream of jockstrapped glory had taken root, and Doctor Wad- 
dell kept decathlon training, even after being drafted into the U.S. Army 
the following year and landing in Washington, DC, as part of an interna- 
tional medical program. 

Finally, despite all the obstacles entities with “U.S.” in their names 
had thrown at him, Tom Waddell-professional soldier, professional heal- 
er, and closeted gay man-was included as a member of the US Olympic 
Decathlon Team at the unlikely age of almost-thirty-one. Within the 
Mexican arena in 1968, Waddell took full advantage of his moment, set- 
ting five personal best records during his decathloning. 

Participation. Inclusion. Personal Best. Gleaned from his experi- 
ence as an Olympian, Tom Waddell would turn these values into the 
unwavering roots of the Gay Games...but the Gay Games themselves 
would, like seeds sown in dry soil, have to wait a while before they could 
flourish. 
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BREAKING THROUGH 

As if it were a baton in a relay race, Waddell for over a decade carried the idea of a sports- 
and-culture event put on by the LGBTQ community and open to everyone. The old seed finally 
sprouted when Waddell, having outed himself within the pages of People Magazine, delivered an 
acceptance speech upon being named the Outstanding Male Athlete at the annual San Francisco 
Cable Car Awards in 1981. 

“Wouldn’t it be great,” Waddell supposed, “if San Francisco hosted a Gay Olympics and in- 
vited the rest of the world?" The cheers he received, perhaps reminding him of the electrifying 
reception that inspired him in Mexico City, obligated him, at least in his own mind, to make his 
conjecture real. 


VISION CATCHES UP TO VISIONARY 

Months and months of rigorous fundraising and frantic deal-making followed, along with no 
small amount of adjustment: just weeks before the event was set to take place, the US Olympic 
Committee won a lawsuit preventing Waddell, and the dozens of friends abetting him, from using 
the O-word in the name of their event...a perfect reflection of the fog-like discrimination faced by 
all things Gay in those foggy, un-gay days. 

Despite all the difficulties, a torch that had begun its cross-country chaperonage in New York 
City, home of the Stonewall Riots, arrived at San Francisco's Kezar Stadium on August 28, 1982, 
where it was greeted by Tina Turner, who highlighted the opening ceremony which was wit- 
nessed by thousands of supporters and over 1,300 athletes from 170 cities. 

The Gay Games kept going, manifesting every four years, adapting as they moved to Vancou- 
ver, New York, Sydney, Chicago, Cologne, Cleveland—wait, Cleveland? »checks notes« huh, yes, 
Cleveland-and gay Paris. Tom Waddell died of AIDS-related illness in 1987, but his values—par- 
ticipation, inclusion, and personal best—kept his brain child rooted. 


PRESENT SENSE 


While continuing with traditional Olympic-inspired sports, the Gay Games will in their elev- 
enth iteration extend the 40-year-old tradition of including a competition that's especially valued 
by the current host city. Toward that end, the Hong Kong-based next Gay Games will feature 


$- 


GAY GAMES 11 


HONG KONG 2023 
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duanwu jie, or dragon boat racing, a Chinese 
tradition that's thousands of years old. If Min- 
neapolis's Aquatennial milk carton boat races 
were run by serpent-themed vehicles that sank 
only after crossing the finishing line, if at all, 
that would be duanwu jie. 

As a seeming nod to athletes whose war 
cry is "Not in the face, please, God, anywhere 
but the face," dodgeball has been added to the 
Another modern Gay Games 
amendment is e-sports, which look an awful 
lot like competitive video gaming because they 


list of events. 


are competitive video gaming...meaning that 
thousands of elderly mother's basements will 
lie dormant as Gee-Gee-One-One is contested. 

Possibly as an unconscious nod to Tom 
Waddell's medical career, Gay Games 11 has 
been postponed for a year, meaning that it will 
take place in November of 2023...and some 
of the competitions have even been moved to 
Guadalajara, Mexico. Explains the Gay Games 
11 Hong Kong organizing team in a recent 
press release, "The decision has been made 
primarily due to the unpredictable progres- 
sion of COVID variants and the corresponding 
travel restrictions that continue to make it chal- 
lenging for participants from around the world 
to make plans to travel to Hong Kong." The 
bad news is obvious, of course, but the good 
news is that e-sports competitors will benefit 
from another year of tortilla chip devouring, or, 
as they call it, “training.” 

Wherever, whenever the Gay Games are 
played, this year's fortieth anniversary of their 
birth presents the opportunity admire this un- 
likely rose's pooling pedals as they affirm an 
existence that started off uncertain but has 
since, thanks to its intractable roots of planted 
by their progenitors, become perennial. li 


www.gaygames.org/Gay-Games-11 
“Participation, Inclusion, and Personal Best” is ™ 
Federation of Gay Games. 
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growing their business through Lavender advertising and event 
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The Twin Cities’ LGBTQ Community: 
Then & Now 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


Elizabeth Barnard came out in 1975 after her divorce. 
She quickly became involved in a segment of the local les- 
bian community, which they called the women’s community, 
which is how she discovered that she was attracted to wom- 
en. 


“One of the norms of that community was nonmonogamy. It was not 
required to have more than one partner, but it was the norm, which in 
the ‘70s was an expectation,” Barnard says. “That caused some turmoil. 
My partner had another partner—the “real” one—but it wasn’t for us, 
and my partner broke off from the other one, which caused its own tur- 
moil. But we maintained a steady monogamous relationship for almost 
three decades, until her death.” 

Politically, there was a lot going on, too. “There was a push to repeal 
the protections given to LGBTQ+ people in the area of housing and work; 
a lot of us campaigned against that initiative. I thought it would be good 
to make some kind of affirming political statement, so I came out in a 
letter to each of my family members and all of my parents’ close friends,” 
she says. “They didn’t like that much, but they weathered it, and it saved 
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them from having to decide whether to tell anyone they knew ог not." 

Music was also central to the community. Barnard says they followed 
songwriters and performers avidly, with many concerts where she knew 
almost everyone in the audience. "They felt like community gatherings, 
whether they were held at a coffeehouse, or O'Shaughnessy Auditorium 
at St. Kate's," she adds. 
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Elizabeth Barnard. Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Barnard 


Originally from Manchester, Connecticut, Barnard moved to the Twin Cities in 1972 with her 
then-husband after a two-year service in the Peace Corps in South America. Once she found a 
home in the LGBTQ community, she discovered queer-friendly spaces. 

“My partner and I liked to go dancing, and in most places, of course, heterosexuality was the 
norm. It was a treat to go places where women could dance with women or anyone could dance 
with anyone,” Barnard says. “A Woman’s Coffeehouse was in the basement of Plymouth Church, 
and women flocked there every weekend for concerts and dancing; it was alcohol-free, which 
distinguished it from the “bar scene,” the other option for getting together.” 

She adds, “Foxy’s was a place on University Avenue in St. Paul where lesbians and gay men 
could freely socialize and dance. It was a bar but very welcoming to all; dancing was more the 
focus. More recently, Lee’s Liquor Lounge at the edge of downtown Minneapolis was very wel- 
coming as well, and they had really good music. I actually don’t think any of those places are still 
around, sadly.” 


With the closing of places like Foxy’s, Lee’s, 
and A Woman’s Coffeehouse came a shift in 
scenes of the LGBTQ community across the 
Twin Cities. But, Barnard points out, there are 
some things that have not changed, of course. 

“There is still discrimination, disbelief, bul- 
lying, harassment, and (sadly) killings. There 
are more protections for us, and greater overall 
acceptance, but the focus of discrimination has 
shifted slightly toward trans people and youth,” 
she says. “And, of course, Black, Indigenous, 
and people of color have always had to face 
discrimination. As LGBTQ+ couples have had 
children who get into the school system, non- 
traditional families are much more normative 
than they used to be. Socially, there are quite a 


few gathering spaces that are no longer there.” 

Despite this chapter of LGBTQ history in 
the Twin Cities having closed, experiences like 
Barnard’s are kept alive through storytelling. 
Telling Queer History is an organization that 
connects LGBTQ folks to share their histories, 
allowing people to have a space to grow in their 
understanding of themselves, each other, and 
their collective history. Telling Queer History, 
which was founded in 2013, offers a series of 
storytelling gatherings that brings together 
LGBTQ people of all ages, so stories like Bar- 
nard’s are not forgotten. 

While LGBTQ spaces and bars certainly 
aren't a thing of the past, places like the ones 
Barnard and her partner used to frequent 
unfortunately are. Not only did these spaces 
provide Barnard and the rest of the LGBTQ 
community safe environments to gather, have 
conversations with fellow queer people, and 
discover relationships, but they were also op- 
portunities for LGBTQ folks to own the spaces 
they gathered in. 

"They were run by LGBTQ+ folks, as far as 
Iknow, so we were not an aberration or even a 
curiosity," Barnard explains. "They were plac- 
es we could feel at home." ll 
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The Long, Long Road From 
Kirmser's To Lush 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


A long road still ‘a winding, for while we're a long ways from 1946 Kirmser’s 
closeted gay clientele, there's still many a mile to go. To that end, J.P. Der Boghos- 
sian (DARE Boh-goh-SEE-yahn) founded and hosts the podcast, This Queer Book 
Saved My Life! 


Disclaimer: I don't attempt to encompass the entirety of the first season's ten Podcasts, its 
guests and attending authors. Access podcasts for complete book suggestions, lengthy discus- 
sions, biographical backgrounds, awards, support groups sites, and insights into authors' writing 
techniques. Here, think amuse bouche; an hors d'oeuvre before the banquet. 

“I didn't want just another book podcast,” J.P. explained. “We need to tell and hear and read 
our stories. I want to hear about the books that saved lives, because if a guest shares their story 
on the podcast, there may be someone listening who needs to hear that story; who needs to read 
that life-giving book. Further, I imagined bringing the guest azd the author of the book together 
would make for poignant and necessary conversations." 

EPISODE 1 premiered June 21 as guest Nancy Agabian nominated In The Dream House. 
Author Carmen Maria Machado participated, and their discussion explored the dark reality that 
abuse can occur even in queer relationships. 

"Queer people need warning stories," cautioned Agabian, whose own memoir, the first by 
a writer identifying as both Armenian and Bi, is Me as Her Again: True Stories of an Armenian 
Daughter. "Damn," Agabian addressed Machado, "Why couldn't I have read this when I was living 
this!” She describes the book as containing an archive of tropes about storytelling which allowed 
[Machado] “to both belong to the tropes, but also subvert them." 

Machado herself describes the parturition of In the Dream House as “passing a kidney stone,’ 
and “a wet baby giraffe.” You'll find out why in the podcast, and you'll learn about Agbian's books 
as well. 

EPISODE 2 Gary Nygaard chose James Baldwin’s 1956 classic, Giovanni’s Room, that focus- 
es on a sexually conflicted American man living in Paris. Not part of the Podcast, this is Nygaard’s 
after-show reaction. 

“I participated in J.P's podcast because I believe that by telling our stories we are perhaps 


helping others understand what it is like to 
grow up and live as LGBT people in this cul- 
ture. Hopefully, they will see that we are just 
regular people, but also see the challenges that 
confront us when the environment around us 
is hostile toward us-whether truly so or mere- 
ly perceived. And, I hope that someone of my 
age will help younger queer folk learn about 
our history of coming out in the 60s and 70s, 
and how much progress has been made, even 
though there is still much work to be done (or 
re- done ?). 

EPISODE 3 Leslie Feinberg's Stone Butch 
Blues (1993) was guest Suyane Olivera's sav- 
ing queer book.?“ This book made me cry so 
many times because I felt so aligned with our 
protagonist, Jess...It’s historical fiction about 
a working-class Jewish butch lesbian named 
Jess Goldberg...We see her growth through- 
out her entire life, from a young girl to her late 
30s...we really discover what stone butches 
are. I just feel like every time I reread it I pick 
up something new that I didn’t see before.” 

EPISODE 4 Paul Kaefer chose Quatrefoil: 
A Modern Novel (1950), James Barr’s seminal 
queer book wherein Kaefer realized, “I’m part 
of a community that’s always existed... Read- 
ing this novel saved me more in a healing way. 
Being closeted for a very long time and not be- 
ing exposed to literature with LGBTQ:+ char- 
acters, this was part of my journey for finding 
my community. It was a really cool novel be- 
cause it's historic and did have a very positive 
storyline."Kaefer, a Data Scientist, is co-vice 
president of the Board at the eponymous Qua- 
trefoil Library (q library.org)" 

EPISODE 5 Zaylore Stout, his innate 
cheer and enthusiasm shining through, tells 
why he nominated Richard Carlson’s Don't 
Sweat the Small Stuff and It's All Small Stuff. 
Stout relates how Carlson's book helped him 
create his own 2019 book, Our Gay History in 
50 States. “I grew up very anxious, and kind 
of a perfectionist. If things didn’t work out as 
planned, it would stress me out to the M de- 
gree. I stumbled across it...and [thought] this 
makes sense.” On a road trip he conceived the 
idea for his Our Gay History book to represent 
the LGBTQ community living daily lives in ev- 
ery state. A similar book in progress will spot- 
light Black lives nationwide. 

EPISODE 6 Legal advocate Ellie Krug 
chose Jennifer Finney Boylan’s memoir, She’s 
Not There, for its influence on Getting to Ellen: 
A Memoir About Love, Honesty, and Gender 
Change. Prof Boylan her memoir was the first 
bestselling book by a transgender American. 

When Boylan commented, “Looking at it 
now,” I think there’s a little bit of apology to the 
book...a certain sense in She’s Not There of try- 
ing to justify myself,” Krug assured, “But your 
book helped me believe maybe I could write a 
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book... it helped me to pivot. On the night of 9/11, I realized that unless I was brave, unless I did 
what I needed to do, I'd lie on my deathbed and consider myself a coward." 

EPISODE 7 Neil Aasve chose William Burleson's Bi America: Myths, Truths, and Struggles of 
an Invisible Community (2005). Burleson also participated. 

Asave, lead organizer of Visibility Impact Fund, the first grassroots grant-maker to provide 
dedicated funding to bi- communities, searched for years before finding Bi America. “Bills book 
gave me a look into seeing and understanding that there's a Bisexual community that's distinct 
from a broader LGBTQ community...there's a lot of information about what it means to be Bi- 
sexual...learning all about the concept of community that identifies as Bisexual." 

Of his own experiences with the gay community Burleson said, "They didn't believe me in 
any way. They were not supportive of me in any fashion, shape or form... Very little writing about 
[Bisexuality] was happening and it seemed like in many ways the community was going away...I 
decided to write a book. I wanted to write about the community and, if nothing else, preserve this 
time in history." 

EPISODE 8 Lara Lillibridge's life-saving book was Alison Bechdel's Fun Home: A Family 
Tragicomic. From it, Lillibridge learned, “You can tell your story and live,” citing Fun Home as 
"the book that made me OK to write about my queer family. I had never seen anything at all like 
my family in a book. 

“I was raised by lesbian parents. One of them was mentally ill, so I didn't have a happy child- 
hood story. I felt, as a writer, tremendous pressure to show gay families, particularly the Lesbian 
families, in a positive way. ... We saw [the musical] and I nearly burst into tears with happiness 
to just see something like my family. Lillibridge's first book was Girlish: Growing Up in a Lesbian 
Home. 

"There's something monstrous," Bechdel mused, ^when you turn people in your life into char- 
acters. There's no way around that. It's an aggressive act no matter how loving or well-written it 
is... My own coming out was completely through books. Fun Home is like a book about Queer 
books that saved my life." 

EPISODE 9 Guest David LaRochelle, then a fourth-grade teacher, wrote A Christmas Guest 
in 1988 - then 30 more, including Moo, How to Apologize, and the YA novel Absolutely, Positively 
NOT! Larochelle found Jan Morris's 1947 Conundrum, if not life- saving, at least a bright beacon 
by which to sail. 

*Jan was born James in 1929. She was born into a male body but realized that it was not the 
right body for her, and that she was, in fact, a woman inside. On one hand, this book taught me a 
lot about transsexuals* but the bigger impact was the feeling that just because I don't experience 
something doesn't mean that it's not true... because I have never felt that way doesn't mean that 
nobody feels that way. I took this mindset from this book and I have applied it throughout my 
whole life. 

Primarily a children's picture book author, he did write one YA novel with a gay character. 
"Absolutely, Postively NOT! was a humorous novel about a sixteen-year-old boy who was absolute- 
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ly, positively not gay, or at least that was what 
he was telling himself. I was trying to write a 
funny story, and the main character just hap- 
pened to be gay. It ended up being a very posi- 
tive experience to take so many of the things 
that happened to me when I was growing up, 
and those feelings which were so challenging, 
and a lot of tough times, and turn them into 
something that was positive." 

*Using Morris's current terminology? 

EPISODE 10 Michael Barakiva speaks 
with April Daniels, author his chosen YA novel 
Dreadnought. A Director and YA author him- 
self (One Many Guy and Hold My Hand) Bara- 
kiva runs Funded Novel Readings, supporting 
writers, even providing professional actors so 
authors can hear their words. 

Set in an alternate present, Dreadnought's 
Danny is transgender, having gained her pow- 
ers after superhero Dreadnought falls from 
the sky and dies before her. His superpowers 
cause her transition from male to female. 

As to “saved,” Barakiva explains, “In spite of 
how LGBTQI has been lumped together, I am a 
queer man with a very strong gender identity. 
I know very little about the trans experience. 
Reading this book was incredibly educational 
for me. The way April taps into the fury of her 
protagonist, Danny, and something about the 
honesty of her anger and the challenges that 
she faces helped me come to terms, in really 
profound ways, about my own coming out pro- 
cess that I don't think I had processed fully." 

Of her craft Daniels says, "Writing was an 
escape for me. It was a way for me to take con- 
trol. Coming to terms with the fact that writing 
is an act of pure control but publishing is an act 
of relinquishment, because I let it go, it goes 
out into the world and then it's not fully mine 
anymore." 

Barakiva asked, “I’m curious about how the 
sociopolitical alternate present that you cre- 
ated was formed?” Much fruitful discussion 
followed, which you can follow in its entirety 
on thisqueerbook.com. 

А celebratory podcast party and live-open- 
ly gay— audience at Lush closed season One. 
James Darville, Policy and Organizing Direc- 
tor at OutFront Minnesota discussed his cho- 
sen book, The Evening Crowd at Kirmser's: A 
Gay Life in the 1940s (Lavender #713 “Books”), 
by the late Ricardo J. Brown. 

“What Ricardo and his friends had to go 
through was not all that unfamiliar to me as a 
queer person living in Fargo, North Dakota in 
2015. We still had to find our little places our 
little crooks and crannies to hang out, and dat- 
ing was still really weird.” Season Two debuts 
4 October, and Lush transcript will be available 
October 18 at thisqueerbook.com. Access ex- 
isting transcripts and/or sign on to share your 
own queer life-saver. ll 
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August isn't supposed to be busy, but as we've all learned, 
this year seems to have lots of surprises. Last week was no 
exception for us. It was a learn and share week with stops in 
Chicago and Ottawa, Canada, and in addition to all the new 
experiences, it was even better because I got to travel with 
my husband Jason. 


Our first stop was Chicago for the Local Media Association's LMA Fest, 
where we had our first in person meeting of LGBTQ publishers who are part 
of “News Is Out,” a pioneering national collaborative of leading local queer 
publishers. LMA, an organization that works with thousands of publications, 
is moving LGBTQ media with a new strategy designed specifically for local 
newspapers and technology. What's personal for me is that while there have 
been many occasions when LGBTQ publishers have met together, this is the 
first time that we are collaborating with a respected national media organiza- 
tion. In the past, similar associations refused to work with LGBTQ media, 
but after decades of activism they are embracing. 

From Chicago, we headed to Ottawa, Canada where I had been invited 
to address staff at the U.S. Embassy by our Ambassador to Canada and my 
good friend David Cohen. I must admit that David and Rhonda's hospitality, 
and the staff at the embassy, was over the top and had us feeling more than 
welcome. 

Getting to speak in the embassy was fun for many reasons. What David 
and his wife Rhonda wanted to share with staff at the embassy was my activ- 
ism from Stonewall till today, and the road of LGBTQ history as well as LG- 
BTQ inclusion. It somehow seemed unreal at times celebrating one's fight 
for equality, including various disruptions and arrests, while speaking at a 
U.S. embassy. Did I mention that my talk was delivered in a secure room? 
Unsurprisingly, wherever the ambassador goes has to be secure. I'd tell you 
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his opening joke about the room, but describing the room itself, I've learned, 
would be a breach of security. 

That evening, David and Rhonda held a dinner at the ambassador's resi- 
dence where Jason and I got to meet and hear the stories of members of 
Ottawa's LGBTQ community and those in the foreign service. We heard first 
hand the changes at the State Department to meet the challenges of being 
more inclusive. Imagine trying to send a married LGBTQ couple to work in 
a country where simply being LGBTQ is illegal? Imagine someone in the 
service wanting to do that so they are equal to others in the service? That is 
visibility, and to me that is how you make change. We also had the honor to 
meet those on the front lines to help those seeking asylum in Canada from 
places like Africa, the Middle East, and Russia, where LGBTQ people escape 
horrors like honor killings, harassment and arrests. 

So not only did I share my stories, but Jason and I also learned a lot. 
When we weren't listening and learning, Jason and I also got an opportunity 
to be tourists. Spending a day discovering the delights of Ottawa was down- 
right fun. The city is beautiful and has an incredible LGBTQ community. 
We'd suggest it to anyone looking for a place to visit. We also did what every 
tourist does: enjoy the country's official dessert, something called a Beaver 
Tail. It's sort of a flat funnel cake with various messy toppings, kind of like a 
dessert calzone. Jason had the banana and chocolate topping and I had the 
apple pie. No matter how hard we tried, we ended up with the treat all over 
our hands.... just like every other tourist. 

Ottawa celebrated its Pride festivities the last week of August because 
on August 27, 1971, LGBTQ people marched on Parliament Hill to demand 
equal rights from the Canadian government. It's a great reminder that in 
order for people of any country to enact change, the first step is visibility. 
And the LGBTQ community in Ottawa and the staff at the U.S. embassy are 
doing exactly that. Е 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly 
non-profit organizations. 

To reserve your listing in 

Community Connection, email 
advertising@lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 

MN ADOPT 

Finding families and providing information, 
education, and support to Minnesota 
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 
2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 

www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

2446 University Ave. W., Ste 112 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 460-8153 

www. twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 

Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


EDUCATION 

Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 
Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 
and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 

Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS 

The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.caliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

We're a sliding fee sexual health 
clinic and education center, now in 
Minneapolis. 

919 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

612) 473-0800 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


Hope House of St. Croix Valley 
Providing people experiencing life- 
changing health challenges access to 
compassionate care respecting their 
dignity & choices. 

5 N. Everett St. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-0907 
www.hopehousescv.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Create your own adventure at MNHS 
historic sites and museums around 
Minnesota. 

mnhs.org 


The Bakken Museum 

Exhibits and programs to inspire a 
passion for innovation through science, 
technology, and the humanities. 

3537 Zenith Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55418 

(612) 926-3878 

www.thebakken.org 


Walker Art Center 

Showcasing the fresh, innovative art of 
today and tomorrow through exhibitions, 
performances, and film screenings. 

725 Vineland PI. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation’s largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Võnskö, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America's 
leading symphony orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 371-5656, (BOO) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Leading performing arts center with two 
stages presenting Broadway musicals, 
concerts and educational programs that 
enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 224-4222 
info@ordway.orgwww.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


Zephyr Theatre 

The Zephyr Theatre presents a unique 
experience through professional 
theatrical, musical, and educational 
events. 

601 Main St. N. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 571-2444 
www:stillwaterzephyrtheatre.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Service of MN 
Serving all Minnesotans with person- 
centered services that promote full and 
abundant lives. 

Issmn.org | 612-642-5990 | 800-582-5260 
Adoption & Foster Care | 
welcome@chlss.org 

Behavioral Health | 612-879-5320 

Host Homes | hosthomesGlssmn.org 
Supported Decision-Making | 
888-806-6844 

Therapeutic Foster Care | 612-751-9395 


YOUTH 

Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11-24 with 
healthcare, mental health services 
& basic needs services for youth 
experiencing homelessness. 
1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 
admin@face2face.org 
www.face2face.org 


The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


QUEERSPACE collective 

Creating space for LGBTQ+ to feel safe 
and empowered to be their true selves 
through mentorship. 

Minneapolis, MN 
info@queerspacecollective.org 
queerspacecollective.org 
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TEAM 


Lavender Media is seeking to add a Twin Cities- 
based full time Account Executive to our sales 
team. We are looking for an outgoing, 
organized, self-driven & motivated professional 
with excellent phone, writing and presentation 
skills. Candidates should enjoy working directly 
with clients who are interested in growing their 
business through Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local. 


Includes base pay + commission and an 
employee benefits package that includes group 
health, dental, life insurance and LTD. 


Applicants should have experience with Mac 
software environment, Excel, Word, social media 
platforms & database software such as Filemaker 

Pro. They should exhibit an elevated level of 

organization, attention to detail, the ability to 
work as part of a team, effective communication, 

self direction, enjoys working with new people 
and has a natural drive to grow. 


Please send your cover letter and resume to 
Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. 
stephen.rocheford@lavendermagazine.com 
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FIRST 
THURSDAYS 


Buy A Drink. Make A Connection. Have Fun. 


Join Lavender and our host partners, Ma'am and Quorum 


THURSDAY 
November 3, 2022 s 5:30 - 8:00 PM 


RED COW 


* fine burgers, beer & wine * 


RED COW UPTOWN 
2626 Hennepin Ave. 


Minneapolis, MN 55408 
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Scott Jensen with LCR of Minnesota, the state's largest LGBTQ Republican group. The organization has 
endorsed Scott Jensen, the first endorsement of a statewide candidate in the groups history. 


AS GOVERNOR OF MINNESOTA, 
SCOTT JENSEN WILL: 


Utilize the skills and talents of ALL Minnesotans in his administration 


Support Equality 


Stiffen penalties for repeat, violent offenders; enact restorative justice plans 
and appoint judges who are tough on crime 


Create policies to fight inflation and allow more money in your pocket 
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